
C h e m g u i d e  –  q u e s t i o n s

FREE RADICAL POLYMERISATION OF ETHENE

1. State the conditions for the free radical polymerisation of ethene to make poly(ethene).

2. Using Ra. as the symbol for the initial free radical, explain what happens during the following 
stages of the polymerisation process:

a) initiation

b) propagation

c) termination
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